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20 Public IHLs (17 Autonomy) 

497 Private IHLs 
• 401 Private Colleges 

• 96 Private University/  

      Uni. College *as of August 2016 

34 Polytechnics 

94 Community Colleges 

12  

Education 

Malaysia  

Offices  

20 Public Univ 

5 Research Univ 

4 MTUN (TVET) 

11 Comprehensive  

Universities 

14 HiCOEs 

International students  
Undergraduate –94,307 

Post-graduate – 30,777 

TOTAL – 125,084 
Intnl School – 28244  

TOTAL - 153,328   
*as of June 2016 

 

Enrollment (1,253,501) 

Public IHLs (618,180 ) 

Private IHLs (524,350) 

Polytechnics (89 503) 

Community Colleges  (21 

468) 

79,122 ACADEMICS 

(PhD 17,882) (23%) 
Public IHLs 32,866 (PhD 12,166) 

Private IHLs 36,185 (PhD 5,670) 

Polytechnics 7,256 (PhD 43) 

Community Colleges 2,815 (PhD 3) 

Research 

Programmes 

• Research Universities –RM 200 mil  

• Fundamental Grants – RM 150 mil 

• HICoE – RM 20 mil 

Total Allocation 

RM370 million 
(as of Jan 2016) 

RM 7.8 

billion/year 

market 

• EM Washington 
• EM Los Angeles 

• EM Chicago 

• EM UK&Eire 
• EM Jordan 

• EM Egypt 

• EM New Zealand 
• EM Australia 

• EM Indonesia 

• EM Dubai 
• EM Beijing 

• EM Ho Chi Minh 



From Pre-school  to 

Tertiary Education 

 

SEAMLESS… 

 



MALAYSIA EDUCATION BLUEPRINT 2015-2025  

(HIGHER EDUCATION) 

The Malaysia Education Blueprint 2015-2025 (Higher Education) will be centered on 10 Shifts 

 
  All Malaysians 

 

   Started work in March 2013  
        Launched by PM on 7 April 2015  

 

 

▪ 14 chapter writing teams 

▪ 20 lead authors 

▪ 42 writing team members 

10 SHIFTS  

TO SUPPORT 

THE 

ATTAINMENT 

OF SYSTEM 

AND STUDENT 

ASPIRATION 





Unlocking 
the policy 

Malaysian 
ranked 9th in 

2015 
Top study 

destination for 
foreign students  

UNESCO 



153,328 
Foreign students  

31,926 
 in Public Universities 

93,158 
In Private universities 
**Data as of 31 June, 2016 

Target :  250,000 by 2025 



INTERNATIONAL STUDENT HUB 

 

The Ministry aspires to develop Malaysia as an international 

education hub with a difference, one that is valued by 

students for its competitive advantage in providing value-for-

money higher education and the balances quality and 

affordability with the added value of rich cultural 

experiences. 

 



Increase the overall quality of academic programmes and 

expertise in order to attract top international students and 

scholars 

   

Develope niche areas that will differentiate Malaysia from its 

peers in order to create a unique global brand for Malaysia 

  

Ensure continuous visibility and presence of Malaysia’s education 

brand globally to create awareness and sustain interest in 

Malaysia 

 

Diversify the pool of students and academic staff 

PRINCIPLES FOR BUILDING MALAYSIA’S 

REPUTATION AS AN EDUCATION HUB   

3 

4 

2 

1 



 

 

 

 

 

 

CHALLENGES TO INCREASE NUMBER OF 

FOREIGN STUDENTS  

Increase enrolment of international students to 200,000 

by 2020 and 250,000 by 2025 

Increase number of students participating in mobility 

programmes 

Strengthening Malaysia’s Education   brand 

Target :  250,000 by 

2025 



What’s our attraction? 

 

1. World’s biggest market 

for transnational 

education 

 

2. Anchor Universities 

(individual universities in 

the rankings; 

 

3. Quality education system 

in the country yet 

affordable 

 

4. Value for 

education/education with 

emphasis on values (4th 

insutrial revolution) 

250,000 foreign students 

1.2 million is talking about GE 



Student mobility  

Staff mobility 

Academic program 

Research and development  

Government and autonomy 

Social integration and cultural engagement 

P
O

L
I
C

Y
 

HIGHER EDUCATION MALAYSIA 

INTERNATIONALIZATION POLICY 2011 

1. Growth of international students 

and staff in the country 

2. Inbound and outbound 

international mobility among 

students and staff in the country 

3. Positive experience of 

international students in the 

country 

THE EXPECTED OUTCOME  

TO INCREASE  



5 REASONS WHY MALAYSIA WAS CHOSEN 

BY INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS FOR 

CONTINUING STUDIES  

 



“The dynamics of education in a fast-changing globalized 

world has created new directions and trends, including 

EDUCATION MOBILITY, changes in instruction of learning 

and a growing dependency on technology. This has posed 

new challenges, new thoughts and new methods to the 

scenario of education world-wide”  



INTERNATIONAL STUDENT MOBILITY 

Enhancing Experiential Learning 

Working Definition 

 

1. International student mobility refers to any form of transnational mobility that 

takes place within the student’s programme of study in higher education. The 

length ranges from a full-duration programmes such as a degree to a short trip 

of not less than seven days.  

 

2. Student mobility can also involve one of the following short-term mobility, with 

duration of one year or less:  

i. Industrial training  

ii. Learning through experience, such as overseas visits 

iii. Workshops  

iv. Semester based academic exchange program 

 

(INTERNATIONALISATION POLICY FOR HIGHER EDUCATION MALAYSIA, 2011) 

 



MOBILITY PROGRAMS IN MALAYSIA 

OUTBOUND MOBILITY 
PROGRAMS  

474 

28  
COUNTRIES 

Inbound programs 

Credit and non credit 
transfer 

INBOUND MOBILITY 
PROGRAMS 

425  

STUDENTS INVOLVED 
(INBOUND AND 

OUTBOUND) 

4777 

MOBILITY 
PROGRAM 

2016 

(Until July 2016) 

OUTBOUND MOBILITY 
PROGRAMS  

118 

19  
COUNTRIES 

Inbound programs 

Credit and non credit 
transfer 

INBOUND MOBILITY 
PROGRAMS 

299  

STUDENTS INVOLVED 
(INBOUND AND 

OUTBOUND) 

2168 

MOBILITY 
PROGRAM UMAP 
COUNTRIES 2016 

(Until July 2016) 



COUNTRY  

INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS 

IN  HEI  

(as of June 2016) 

INBOUND  

MOBILITY STUDENTS  

2015 

OUTBOUND MOBILITY 

STUDENTS 

 2015 

 Brunei  771 117 39 

 Cambodia 305 1 46 

 Indonesia  8402 403 418 

 Lao PDR 76 0 9 

 Myanmar  539 0 0 

 Philippines  394 0 0 

 Singapore  1050 0 1011 

 Thailand  1585 123 384 

 Vietnam  570 0 150 

TOTAL  13,692 644 2057 

Source of data: Ministry Of Higher Education Malaysia  

INTERNATIONAL STUDENT DATA  



MALAYSIA CURRENT MOBILITY PROGRAMS 

1. GOVERNMENT-LED 

AIMS  (ASEAN INTERNATIONAL MOBILITY FOR STUDENTS) 

2. UNIVERSITY-LED  

UMAP (UNIVERSITY MOBILITY FOR ASIA and the PACIFIC)  

AUN (ASEAN UNIVERSITY NETWORK)    

OTHERS (BETWEEN UNIVERSITIES) 

3. SELF-SPONSORED 
Students apply on their own 

 

 

 



ENTRY REQUIREMENT FOR MOBILITY 

PROGRAMS IN MALAYSIA  

1. International students can directly 

apply for the mobility pass through 

online system provided by 

Education Malaysia global 

services (EMGS) or through 

university  

2. Student Pass (Mobility) will be 

issued for mobility programs 3 to 

12 months 

3. Social Visit Pass (Mobility) will be 

issued for mobility programs less 

than 3 months 

 

1. International students apply for 

pass via universities 

2. International Students are given 

Social Visit Pass for programs less 

than 3 months 

3. International students are given 

Professional Visit Pass (PLIK) for 

programs from 3 to 6 months 

4. International students are given 

student pass for programs from 6 

to 12 months 

CURRENT 

FUTURE  

Starting  

1 December 2016 



CREDIT TRANSFER POLICY BY MALAYSIAN 

QUALIFICATIONS AGENCY (MQA) 

1. Horizontal credit transfer was introduced by MQA to overcome the issues 
faced by students within and outside the country due to uncertainties 
in the global economy as well as the depreciation of the Malaysian 
Ringgit (MYR). 

2. Horizontal credit transfer allows the transfer of credits at the same 
level of qualification, i.e., a bachelor’s degree program to another 
bachelor’s degree program.  

3. It is applied through the mapping of courses (aka subject to subject 
mapping) by the local IHLs, subject to the following conditions: 

a. Passing grade – a minimum grade of C; 

b. Credit value - credit value of the courses are the same as in the programmes 
offered by the receiving institution; 

c. Equivalency of curriculum of the courses - not less than 80%; and 

d. Only courses of accredited/recognised programmes are allowed for credit 
transfer. 

4. This policy does not limit the credits that can be transferred to the 
local IHLs programmes. Nevertheless, the duration of residence 
(residential year) of a minimum of one (1) year at local IHLs is 
required to enable the institutions to award a scroll 



ISSUES AND CHALLENGES: MOBILITY  

1. Limited funding  

2. Differing policies and regulations among countries such as visa and student 
pass application  

3. Harmonizing credit transfer system 

4. Existence of different academic calendars and grading systems 

5. Lack of knowledge of available opportunities 

6. Lack of language skills and potential impact on degree length and career 
prospects   

CONCLUSION 



Thank you 

 rosmin@mohe.gov.my 

www.mohe.gov.my 

www.jpt.gov.my 
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