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A. Introduction 

 Openness of the global economy to the flow of 

goods, services, money and finance, technology, 

information, ideas and people 

 

 Differences in response – some countries more 

open than others 

 

 Some universities and other HEIs more liberal and 

competitive than others 

 

 Reduction in barriers towards the 

internationalisation of higher education (IHE) 

 



 “Internationalisation at the national/ sector / institutional level is 

the process of integrating an international, intercultural or 

global dimension into the purpose, functions or delivery of 

higher education at the institutional and national levels” Knight 

(2008) 

 

 IHE attributed to the interplay between global, national and 

institutional forces, and between education and migration 

policy 

 

 Global level – active support towards liberalisation of the 

education sector since 1996 (General Agreement on Trade in 

Services - GATS) 

 

 National and institutional levels – governments and 

universities have adopted measures towards expansion, 

broadening and deepening with reference to student mobility 

 

 

 

 



2. Expansion of Student Mobility 

- increase in international students  



2.1. Australia 

Figure 1. International Student Enrolment in Australia, 2006-2015 



 From 1995 to 2016: 

 Higher Education - largest share rising from 

36% in 1995 to 52% in 2005, to 43% percent 

in 2016 - average share of 43%  

 The VET sector  -  25 percent,  

 ELICOS sector - 22 percent 

 School Education - 5 percent,  

 Non-award - about 5 percent. 



2.2. Japan 
Figure 2. Number of international students in Japan’s HEIs 



 International students in Japan: 

 Increased from 12,500 in 1980 to 41,347 

in 1990, to 64,011 in 2000,  

 Reached the target of 100,000 in 2003 

 26% at graduate schools; 53% on 

undergraduate; 19% at vocational schools 

 Rose to 118,000 in 2006; 132,720 in 

2009, 137,756 in 2012 and about 172,000 

in 2016. 

 



2.3. Singapore 



In terms of the source countries, NUS President, 

Professor Tan Chorn Chuan (2009a) states in his 

welcome remarks that:  

 

Our 30,000 students hail from 100 countries, with 

international students making up 20 per cent and 50 

per cent of the undergraduate and graduate 

enrolment respectively. Our talented faculty are 

drawn from Singapore and the best centres around the 

world, with about half coming from overseas.   

 

In 2018, international students account for 30 percent 

of the total student enrolment, according to the Times 

Higher Education (THE World University Ranking 

2018). 



3. Broadening of Student Mobility 
 - sources of international students 

3.1. Australia 

 China topped the list  -  rose from 51,600 in 

2008 (share of 28.2%) to 112,886 in 2016 

(share of 35%) 

 Hong Kong:  rank dropped from 4th  to 8th   

 South Korea: rank dropped from 7th  to 10th  

 Combined share fell to 5.4%  

 

 





Learning Abroad Experiences @ University of Melbourne 

Type of experience Number % of all 

experiences 

Faculty-led study tour 8937 23.43 

Classes at a host university (exchange 

program) 

8539 22.39 

Internship or other practical placement 7934 20.80 

Research-related experience 3257 8.54 

Summer or winter program at a host 

university 

2657 6.97 

Conference, international competition 2297 6.02 

Classes at a host university (study 

abroad or other) 

1517 3.98 

Other study tour 1373 3.60 

Volunteering or community engagement 

experience 

807 2.12 

Classes at an overseas campus of the 

home university 

464 1.22 

Unknown 118 0.31 

Other 117 0.31 

Embedded program 83 0.22 

Summer or winter program at an 

overseas campus of the home university 

20 0.05 

Unspecified 14 0.04 

Coursework double degree 10 0.03 

Total 38114 100 

Source: AUIDF 2016 / Melbourne Global Mobility 



3.2. Japan 



Source: NUS Annual Report 2014 

INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS AT NUS 

SINGAPORE:  

NATIONAL UNIVERSITY OF SINGAPORE (NUS) 



NUS Student Exchange Programme (SEP) 

Source: NUS IRO Annual Report AY2015/16 

Largest & most popular programme, over 300 partner universities 

in more than 40 countries 



NUS Overseas Educational Programmes (OEP) 

Source: NUS IRO Annual Report AY2015/16 

132 winter/summer programmes, research attachments, 

and internships in 35 countries 



Source: NUS Annual Report 2017 

NOC IN 2016/17 



4. Deepening of student mobility 

4.1. Granting of post-study work visa 

 Immigration policy in Australia, Japan, 

Singapore, US, Canada, France, Ireland, 

UK, New Zealand – allows international 

students to work after their studies, apply 

for permanent residency and citizenship 

 Relationship between education and 

migration policies   

 



4.2. Integrating local and international students  

Tell me and I forget. 

Teach me and I remember. 

Involve me and I learn. 

- Benjamin Franklin 





5. Concluding Remarks 

 Internationalisation of higher education 

(IHE) has become a significant 

government and institutional policy issue 

   => changes in governance 

 

 IHE resulted in the expansion, 

broadening and deepening of student 

mobility 

 

 Relationship between industrial, 

education, immigration, manpower policy 

 

 


