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5. Abstract

In the 2016-17 academic year, 649 outgoing international exchange students from the
Chinese University of Hong Kong participated in this study, including 192 (29.6%) Term-1
sojourners, 332 (51.2%) Term-2 sojourners, and 125 (19.3%) Year-abroad sojourners. The
full cohort came from different Faculties: 258 (39.8%) from the Faculty of Business
Administration, 133 (21.4%) Social Science, 110 (16.9%) Arts, 76 (11.7%) Science, 46
(7.1%) Engineering, 10 (1.5%) Education, 9 (1.4) Law, and 7 (1.1%) Medicine. While abroad,
399 (61.5%) participants were in their third year of study, 117 (18.0%) in their second year of
study, 99 (15.3%) in their fourth year and 33 (5.1%) in their fifth year; 1 (0.2%) was a
postgraduate. They went to a range of host countries. The participants completed a pre-
sojourn and post-sojourn questionnaire survey to gather essential demographic/background
information and insight into their sojourn aims, goals, expectations and learning outcomes
(e.g., L2 identity development, L2 learning, intercultural competence development).

To develop a deeper insight into the lived experiences of the students in the host environment,
29 participants who had no previous study abroad experience were selected to serve as case
participants, including 10 from the Term-1 cohort, 15 from the Term-2 cohort, and 4 from the
Year-abroad cohort. 14 (48.3%) came from the Faculty of Business Administration, 6
(20.7%) Social Science, 5 (17.2%) Science, 2 (6.9%) Arts, 1 (3.4%) Engineering, and 1
(3.4%) Law. While abroad, 22 (75.9%) participants were in their third year of study, 3
(10.3%) in their second year, 3 (10.3%) in their fourth year, and 1 (3.4%) in his/her fifth year.
Their average age was 19.69 years old. In addition to completing the pre- and post-
questionnaire surveys, the case participants participated in in-depth pre- and post-sojourn
interviews and completed responses to monthly email prompts that encouraged them to
provide details about their sojourn experiences/learning (e.g., social network, L2
use/identities). The year abroad students were also interviewed on Skype in the middle of
their sojourn. The case participants were also asked to identify and share digital images that
captured meaningful sojourn experiences and in the interviews, photo elicitation was
employed to gain more understanding of the significance of the photos.



The questionnaire surveys were processed using SPSS and all of the data (e.g., interview
transcripts, email responses, digital images) was entered into an NVivo 11 Pro database. In
addition to preparing a profile of the full cohorts, narrativized accounts of selected case
participants are being prepared to develop more understanding of the internal and
environmental factors that are resulting in divergent sojourn learning paths and outcomes.
The findings are providing insight into the challenges the exchange students are facing in an
unfamiliar linguistic and cultural environment and are helping to pinpoint interventions that
could be implemented to enhance their preparation and sojourn learning. The outcomes of
this study are being widely disseminated through presentations and publications, with more to
come in the future (e.g., research articles).
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in study abroad contexts, University of Auckland, Auckland, New
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Jackson, J. (2017, January). Issues and agendas for study abroad
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approaches, Macquarie University, Sydney, Australia, 24-25 January
2017.

6. External Grant Application(s) Related to the Project:

Project Title

Investigators

Funding Agency

Result

Second language identity
and academic/social
(non)integration:
Multimodal case studies of
Chinese international
exchange studentsin

PI: Jane Jackson
Co-investigators:
Professor Gary
Barkhuizen, University of
Auckland; Professor Phil
Benson, Macquarie

Competitive
General Research
Fund, Hong Kong
Research  Grants
Council (RGC)

Fundable  but not
funded, Results: June
2017



https://doi.org/10.1017/S0261444816000392

Australasia

University, and Dr. Wali
Nga Chan (Gloria), Shue
Yan University)

Environmental influences
on international student
language learning’

Chief Investigators:
Professors Philip Benson,
Lynda Yates and Philip

Chappell, Macquarie
University, Dr. Ly Tran,
Deakin University,
Rhonda Oliver, Curtin
University of
Technology; Partner

investigators: Prof. Gary
Barkhuizen,  University
of Auckland and Prof.
Jane Jackson, CUHK

Australian

Research Council
(ARC) Discovery
Research Project

Results pending
November 2017

Signature:

Name of PI:

)\W$W

Jane Jackson

Date: 21 October 2017

B o o o R R S R o e R S S R e R R R S R S R R R S S S S R R R S S S e e




